July 5. 1775
To the King'f Moft Excellent Majefty. Moft Graciouf Sovereign,

We your Majefty'f faithful fubjectf of the colonief of New-hampfhire, Maffachufett{-bay, Rhode ifland and Providence plantationf, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerfey,
Penn{ylvania, the countief of New Caftle, Kent, and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, in behalf of ourfelvefl and the inhabitant{ of thefe

colonief, who have deputed uf to reprefent them in general Congrefl, entreat your Majefty T graciouf attention to thif our humble petition.

The union between our Mother Country and thefe colonief’, and the energy of mild and juft government, produced benefit{ fo remarkably important, and afforded fuch an
affurance of their permanency and increafe, that the wonder and envy of other Nationf were excited, while they beheld Great Britain rifeing to a power the moft extraordinary the
world had ever known.

Her rivalf obferving, that there waf no probability of thif happy connection being broken by civil diffention{, and apprehending it future effectf, if left any longer undifturbed,
refolved to prevent her receiving fuch continual and formidable acceffion{ of wealth and ftrength, by checking the growth of thefe fettlement{ from which they were to be
derived.

In the profecution of thif attempt eventf{ fo unfavourable to the defign took place, that every friend to the intereft{ of Great Britain and thefe colonief entertained pleafing and
reafonable expectation{ of feeing an additional force and extention immediately given to the operation{ of the union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement of the dominionf of

the Crown, and the removal of ancient and warlike enemief to a greater diftance.

At the conclufion therefore of the late war, the moft gloriouf and advantagiouf  that ever had been carried on by Britifh armf’, your loyal colonift{ having contributed to itf fuccefT,
by fuch repeated and {trenuouf exertionf, af frequently procured them the diftinguifhed approbation of your Majefty, of the late king, and of Parliament, doubted not but that they
fhould be permitted with the reft of the empire, to fhare in the blefTing{ of peace and the emolument{ of victory and conqueft. While thefe recent and honorable acknowledgment{’
of their merit{ remained on record in the journalf and act{ of the auguft legiflature the Parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even the fufpicion of any offence, they were
alarmed by a new {yftem of Statutef and regulation{ adopted for the adminiftration of the colonief; that filled their mind{' with the moft painful fear{ and jealoufief; and to their
inexpref{ible aftonifhment perceived the danger{ of a foreign quarrel quickly fucceeded by domeftic dangerf; in their judgment of a more dreadful kind.

Nor were their anxietief alleviated by any tendancy in thif {fyftem to promote the welfare of the Mother Country. For 'tho it{ effect{’ were more immediately felt by them, yetf it{’
influence appeared to be injuriouf to the commerce and profperity of Great Britain.

We fhall decline the ungrateful tafk of defcribing the irkfome variety of artificef practifed by many of your Majefty{ minifterf, the delufive pretencef, fruitlefT terrorf, and
unavailing {everitief, that have from time to time been dealt out by them, in their attempt{ to execute thif impolitic plan, or of traceing thro’ a ferief of yearf paft the progre{T of
the unhappy differencef between Great Britain and thefe colonief which have flowed from thif fatal fource.

Your Majeftyf minifter{ perfevering in their meafuref and proceeding to open hoftilitief for enforcing them, have compelled uf to arm in our own defence, and have engaged uf in
a controver{y fo peculiarly abhorrent to the affection of your ftill faithful coloniftf, that when we confider whom we muft oppofe in thif conteft, and if it continuef, what may be
the confequencef, our own particular miffortunef are accounted by uf, only af partf of our diftrefT.

Knowing, to what violent refentment{ and incurable animofitief, civil difcordf are apt to exafperate and inflame the contending partief, we think ourfelvef required by
indifpenfable obligationf{ to Almighty God, to your Majefty, to our fellow {ubjectf, and to ourfelvef, immediately to ufe all the meanf in our power not incompatible with our fafety,
for ftopping the further effufion of blood, and for averting the impending calamitief that threaten the Britifh Empire.

Thuf called upon to addrefl your Majefty on affairf{ of {fuch moment to America, and probably to all your dominionf, we are earneftly defirouf of performing thif office with the
utmoft deference for your Majefty; and we therefore pray, that your royal magnanimity and benevolence may make the moft favourable conftruction of our expreffionf on {o
uncommon an occafion. Could we reprefent in their full force the fentiment{ that agitate the mind{ of uf your dutiful fubjectf{, we are perfuaded, your Majefty would afcribe any
feeming deviation from reverence, and our language, and even in our conduct, not to any reprehenfible intention but to the impof{ibility or reconciling the ufual appearancef of
refpect with a juft attention to our own prefervation againft thofe artful and cruel enemief, who abufe your royal confidence and authority for the purpofe of effecting our
deftruction.

Attached to your Majefty{ perfon, family and government with all the devotion that principle and affection can infpire, connected with Great Britain by the ftrongeft tief that can
unite focietief, and deploring every event that tendf in any degree to weaken them, we folemnly affure your Majefty, that we not only moft ardently defire the former harmony
between her and thefe colonief may be reftored but that a concord may be eftablifhed between them upon fo firm a bafif; af to perpetuate it{ blef{ing{ uninterrupted by any future
diffentionf to fucceeding generation{ in both countrief, and to tranfmit your Majefty{ name to pofterity adorned with that fignal and lafting glory that haf attended the memory of
thofe illuftriouf perfonagef, whofe virtuef and abilitiel have extricated {tatef from dangerouf convulfionf, and by fecuring happine{T to otherf, have erected the moft noble and
durable monumentf to their own fame.

We beg leave further to affure your Majefty that notwithftanding the fufferingf of your loyal colonift{ during the courfe of the prefent controverfy, our breaft{ retain too tender
a regard for the kingdom from which we derive our origin to requeft fuch a reconciliation af might in any manner be incon{iftent with her dignity or her welfare. Thefe, related af’
we are to her, honor and duty, af well af inclination induce uf to fupport and advance; and the apprehenfionf  that now oppreff our heart{ with un{peakable grief, being once
removed, your Majefty will find your faithful fubject{ on thif continent ready and willing at all timef,, af they ever have been with their livef and fortunef to affert and maintain
the right{ and intereftf{ of your Majefty and of our Mother Country.

We therefore befeech your Majefty, that your royal authority and influence may be gracioufly interpofed to procure uf releif fificfi from our afflicting fearf and jealoufiefl
occafioned by the fyftem before mentioned, and to fettle peace through every part of your dominionf{, with all humility {fubmitting to your Majefty'f wife confideration, whether it
may not be expedient for facilitating thofe important purpofef, that your Majefty be pleafed to direct fome mode by which the united applicationf of your faithful colonift{ to the
throne, in purfuance of their common councilf, may be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that in the meantime meafuref be taken for preventing the further
deftruction of the livef of your Majeftyf fubjectf; and that fuch ftatutefl af more immediately diftrefl’ any of your Majef'ty{ colonief be repealed: For by fuch arrangementf af your
Majefty’{ wifdom can form for collecting the united fenfe of your American people, we are convinced, your Majefty would receive fuch fatiffactory prooff of the difpofition of the
coloniftf towardf their fovereign and the parent {tate, that the wifhed for opportunity would foon be reftored to them, of evincing the fincerity of their profeffionf by every
teftimony of devotion becoming the moft dutiful fubject{ and the moft affectionate coloniftf.

That your Majefty may enjoy a long and profperouf reign, and that your defcendant{ may govern your dominion{ with honor to themfelvef and happinefT to their fubject{ if our
fincere and fervent prayer.



